International harmonization issues.
With the globalization of trade in many product sectors occurring at a rapid pace, interest in international harmonization issues relating to veterinary products continues to grow. Because of the potential impact on trade, there has been a focus for several years on harmonization of maximum residue limits (MRLs) or tolerances on a global basis. There has also been interest, especially on the part of pharmaceutical companies, to facilitate the approval of a veterinary product in multiple countries. This article discusses two major international initiatives that have been formed to address these harmonization areas of concern for veterinary products.